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Reinstate Erek Slater - End his suspension!
3 July  2020
Dear Erek Slater,

Liverpool TUC executive agreed on 2 July to support Erek Slater’s campaign for reinstatement as a bus worker. End his suspension!
We understand that, “On May 28, 2020 the Amalgamated Transit Union (ATU) issued a statement condemning the murder of George Floyd and asserting that drivers ‘have the right to refuse work they consider dangerous or unsafe during the pandemic, so too Minneapolis bus drivers – our members – have the right to refuse the dangerous duty of transporting police to protests and arrested demonstrators.’ Chicago bus driver Erek Slater brought this statement to his co-workers to initiate a conversation about safety and the transportation of police and arrestees. That weekend the Chicago Police Department made over 1000 arrests.”
“Slater is a 14-year veteran bus operator with the Chicago Transit Authority (CTA), father of three, and an ATU Local 241 shop steward. When he began discussions with his fellow union members over both the moral problems and inherent dangers associated with transporting police or arrestees he was prevented from working by the CTA. He was accused of initiating a “wildcat strike” for exercising his basic right to discuss his working conditions with his co-workers. CTA subsequently called the police to escort Slater off of the premises. Mr. Slater has presently been taken out of service without pay pending a disciplinary hearing and has since filed a lawsuit asserting his first amendment rights.”

The misuse of the term “wildcat strike” by employers is familiar in the UK and has been made against workers who refused to go to work because of the danger of contracting COVID-19 which potentially placed their life in danger. No employer has the right to put a workers’ life in danger, which is a fundamental right and part of the law. However, employers used many threats to force workers to go to work and many died.
We want to express our admiration for the refusal to collude with the police that would put Black people, their multi-ethnic supporters and trade unionists in danger.

We want to express our solidarity with Erek also for another reason. There has always been international solidarity between US and British workers. In the Liverpool dock strike of 1995 to 1998 the US West coast dockers came from the famous International Longshore and Warehouse Union (ILWU) to show and build concrete solidarity during and after the strike, sometimes by sending one delegate other times with delegations that, at least once, included Black dock workers.
We will circulate the online petition calling for Erek’s reinstatement.

Solidarity from Liverpool, 
Margaret McAdam

Secretary Liverpool Trade Union Council - On behalf of the LTUC executive

margmcadam@gmail.com 
