PCSIndependentLeft
A NEW VOICE FOR UNION MEMBERS 
    After May 1st – escalate the action!
Today’s strike sends a clear message to the government that PCS members will not just sit back and accept low pay, job cuts and more threats of privatisation.
Strategy

The question members will be rightly asking from today is where next for the campaign? All members realise that one day strikes every few months will not force a decisive change in approach from Brown and Blair. New Labour is ideologically driven to slash and privatise the public services. 
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PCS Independent Left is standing for the first time in the NEC and DWP GEC elections. We call on the NEC to ballot members on an overtime ban – not just for two weeks – but for as long as the departments are cutting jobs. An effective overtime ban, policed by strong picket lines, is an essential part of our weaponry. Put simply, working overtime is helping the employer out of its crisis caused by cuts in staffing. 

Independent Left also argues for a programme of selective strike action within departments to build the momentum of our campaign and hit the employers where it hurts. Most departments, as part of the cuts strategy, has centralised services including into contact centres. We believe that it is time the union exploited the potential for action in these centres and among other key workers. 

Unite against low pay

New Labour has announced that it will seek to keep pay increases to 2% in 2007 across the public sector. From this problem arises opportunities. We support a Public Sector Alliance against low pay. The trade union leaders for too long have given Blair and Brown an easy ride. 

However, if other unions do not fight, we have to ensure that individual pay bargaining units in PCS are not left to fight alone. There must be absolute coordination of national action for national pay. For too long, national pay has been accepted as just a good idea at the same time as groups have carried on with their departmental negotiations. We need to ensure that we are all taking national strike action for national pay in 2007 if the good idea is to stand a chance of becoming a reality. 

Rebuild the movement

PCS Independent Left supports the Shop Stewards Network Founding Conference scheduled to take place on the 7th July. The Network can play a key role in revitalising the rank and file organisation of our unions. We urge all union branches to support the initiative and send a delegate.

Support John McDonnell

PCS Independent Left supporters are supporting John McDonnell’s campaign for the Labour leadership. PCS members – whatever their view on the Labour Party – have every reason to oppose Brown’s coronation. Brown is responsible for the axe falling on tens of thousands of jobs. John McDonnell leads the PCS Parliamentary Group and offers an anti-war, anti-privatisation programme. The silence from Left Unity and the LU NEC is surprising. Why isn’t Left Unity openly supporting and offering material help to John at this time? 
Other unions officially, and as left groupings, are declaring their support. Why not PCS?

PCS Independent Left supporters have submitted motions to Conference supporting John McDonnell. We urge all branches to ensure that they are heard and carried. This can only be the best interests of members.
The majority of the supporters that led the campaign to get Mark Serwotka elected in 2000 are now in the newly-formed PVCS Independent Left. 

We urge you to vote for our candidates in the national elections and join with us in building the PCS Independent Left.
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