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Stop the Victimisations!

Last Friday, more than 80 trade union activists picketed the disciplinary meeting set up by DWP bosses for Gill Whittaker, Derbyshire Branch Secretary Socialist Caucus supporter. 
Gill had to defend herself against charges of obstruction and of calling strike-breakers scabs. 

As part of the long DWP dispute to defend jobs and services, an official overtime has been in place since February. The best organised branches have picketed weekend overtime ever since. 

The union recognises that mass overtime working is essential if the cuts are to be implemented while maintaining a basic level of service to the public. Currently overtime accounts for the equivalent of over 8000 staff – jobs that could be offered to unemployed workers. 
In a recent development, DWP management have started to attempt to discipline activists for calling a scab a scab. Lynne Hows was given a six month warning for appealing to a member of staff “please don’t scab on your colleagues.” 

The union has to stand up to this attempt to single out key activists for disciplinary action. We need to defend the right to call scabs what they are! 
The lobby was a great success, with activists from many PCS branches as well as representatives from the labour movement in Chesterfield where Gill is President of the Trades Council. Local MP Paul Holmes spoke as well as representatives from the NEC and Unemployed Workers Combine. 

Gill will know the result of the meeting in a week’s time. Unless she is completely exonerated, her branch will be planning the next stages of the campaign. 
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Yorkshire and the Humber Regional Committee Elections

Vote Tom Bishell!

Tom Bishell is Chair of DWP Sheffield Branch and one of the local reps for Cavendish Court, the largest Jobcentre in the UK. 

Tom has led the branch’s industrial action campaign, picketing overtime for more than 16 weeks.  It is vital that the Committee has some of the younger more active reps involved in the dispute on the Committee. Tom fits that bill.

To join or find out more about Socialist Caucus, write to Socialist Caucus, 112 Findon Street, Sheffield S6

