VOTE! PCSIndependentLeft

        A NEW VOICE FOR MEMBERS IN DWP

Victory in Sheffield!

The threat of sustained strike action has forced management to back off from its threat to close Woodhouse Jobcentre in Sheffield. 

Jobcentre Plus management had earmarked the office for closure as part of its cutbacks in local services.  In response, DWP Sheffield Branch began a campaign of opposition to the proposed closure. Members collected 3000 signatures and met with local MPs and City Councillors. Two successful public meetings were also held with speakers from the Unemployed Workers Combine and community organisations.

Members had voted to be balloted for an initial two-week strike starting from the end of May. The Sheffield Branch Executive had agreed to organise at least a one-day strike during the two weeks in solidarity with Woodhouse. 

The campaign was a model for defending local services against an aggressive management – combining a readiness to take sustained strike action and high profile public campaigning work. 

The outcome of this campaign demonstrates that members and branches can fight back and win locally.  All branches need to try and build opposition to cuts, closures and increased targets and develop a momentum to force the government onto the back foot. 

The Sheffield Branch Executive agreed unanimously to recommend members vote for the Independent Left. The Independent Left also supports coordinated action across networks of members, including Contact and Pension Centres. The DWP has centralised its operations in recent years, but the potential for action in those areas has, to date, not been exploited by the Left Unity-led Group Executive Committee. 

Independent Left offers members a real alternative strategy to take on the employer.  All of the submissions for targeted action so far have come from Independent Left supporting branches.  We have shown a willingness to fight and an ability to win under our leadership. 

If you are a Left Unity supporter, you may have received circulars condemning Independent Left.  From our perspective the reports are deliberately distorted but we recognise that the vast majority of activists have no means of knowing what the exact truth is.  

However, we ask you to consider our proposed programme of action and our record of submitting the ONLY local strike proposals in DWP Group at present. We alone have put forward a strategy taking us beyond May 1st. 

We know that activists will also be listening to members’ views about the strategy.  You can be confident in knowing that this fight against the cuts would continue and be escalated in the hands of an Independent Left leadership, we hope that you will do what increasing numbers of LU members are doing, and:

Vote Independent Left!

